
 

Pollokshields Community Council Meeting 
 4th November 2019 

Pollokshields Community Centre, 15 Kenmure Street, Glasgow, G41 2NT 
 

Meeting called to order at 7.30pm by Ameen Mohammed (Chair)  
 
CCs: Ameen Mohammed(Chair) Rob Cussons, Ann Laing,Bill Fraser,Lorna McRobert, Charles 
Young,Yasmeen Tanveer, 
Proposed Community Councillors: James Alcock, Tim Mitchell, Dave Evans, Gillian Argo, Aisha Tufail. 
Councillors: Bailie Norman MacLeod, Bailie Hanif Raja, Councillor Jon Molyneux  
Public + Speakers: Alison Couston, Catherine Todd 
Apologies: Peter Edwards  
 
 
 
  Action Who 
1 Sederunt & 

apologies 
 

As above  

2 Minutes of 
September and 
October 
meeting 
 

Deferred to December.  
 
 

 
 

3 New Community 
Council 
members  
and Format of 
Future Meetings 
 

Six members of the public have submitted nomination forms, and 5           
were in attendance at the meeting. The soon to be members           
(confirmed 22nd November) were provisionally welcomed and a        
discussion around the topics that were relevant to each resident were           
discussed.  
 
Antisocial Behaviour - a desire was expressed to tackle the persistent           
antisocial behaviour around Maxwell Square Park. This would be         
achieved through the recently created sub-group of the Community         
Council. The aim in the coming months will be for the group to             
become constituted with an appointed Chair. A bid to the Ward 6            
Community Choices fund for new CCTV in front of the library has            
also been submitted. The group is also looking at the creation of an             
App with Crimestoppers for anonymous reporting of criminal        
anti-social behaviour. 
 
Litter - a group of residents have been working hard to resurrect the             
monthly community clean up effort, now rebranded as Polish the          
Shields. There are up to 50 people attending with local captains           
assigned to different sections of the area. So far it is proving popular.             
The aim is to get more picking gear, a Ward 6 Community Choices             
award has been submitted for this. One of the larger strands of litter             
management will be the recently approved Participation Request with         
the Council. Polish the Shields group will begin working with Council           
departments to draft a holistic plan in tackling refuse, flytipping,          
backcourts etc.  
 
 
 
 

Chair 
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Format of meetings:-  
 
The agenda and minutes need to be short and focused. New agenda            
template discussed. Particular note on meeting behaviours and the         
appointing of a timekeeper.  
 
Meetings will Promote each cc member’s grass root organizations         
through regular updates such as SSP, MADNW, Polish the Shields,          
Maxwell Sq Residents etc.  
 
We are seeking updates and action points from each CC member.  
Proposal agreed that each speaker / group provide a synopsis that           
would be a maximum of 50 words and emailed in advance to allow it              
to be circulated with the agenda and minutes from the last meeting.            
This will mean there will be no more any other business (AOB) as all              
matters of discussion will be made in advance.  
 
Police and Councillors reports to be a total of 15 minutes and specific             
to Pollokshields. Collectively City Councillors will have 10 mins for          
their reports, 15 if all four Councillors are present.  
 
The last 10-15 minutes of the meeting may be set aside, where            
required, for CC members only to discuss internal / governance          
matters (according to guidance).  
 
Each executive member to report on their activities where required.          
Treasurer’s report, Secretarial and Chair news. 
  
To finish meetings by 8.30pm promptly.  
 

4 Police and 
Councillors 
Reports 
 

3 Councillors were asked about the new bins installed across          
Pollokshields that are overflowing with rubbish. Concerns that        
rubbish is household waste and bins not being used for intended           
purpose. Councillors are following up reports being made to them by           
constituents. Speed cushions are to be installed on Glencairn Drive          
in New Year, Dalziel Drive are requesting traffic calming. 

Police updated on fireworks initiative and informed us of the          
replacement that Inspector John Menzies will replace Inspector Alex         
Hutton. They urged the public to keep reporting all anti social           
behaviour. 7 people have been reported to the Procurator Fiscal over           
fireworks. No plans in place for New Year and Guy Fawkes 2020 as             
there is simply not enough resource. 

 
 
 
 

5 Fireworks  

Ameen, Chair  

See attached report.  

5th of November solidarity meeting. To emphasise residents’        
solidarity, a demonstration will take place at 20.45 at Maxwell Square           
Park. Around 20 religious leaders, Councillors and other        

Chair  
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organisations will assemble along with a large number of local          
residents from all sections of the population. We expect around 50           
people. Most of the attendees at the meeting will try to make it to the               
meeting. Posters have been circulated on social media and placards          
will also be made in both English and Urdu. 

6 Maxwell Square 
Residents 
 

Aim is for group to become constituted in its own right and put in              
place office holders to pursue its aims.  

 

7. Polish the Shields Tim, James and Aisha are all involved in this group and will keep us              
updated. The area has been broken up into zones and there are            
signs of growing owner responsibility. The group feel Albert Drive          
should be a clean up focus. A poster campaign is proposed. 

 

 AOB Alison Couston from Baldy Bane Theatre Company provided an         
update that they might help tackle Anti Social Behaviour through          
community involvement in cultural activities, Baldy Bane are currently         
applying to Awards for All to pursue this activity. 

Concerns of animal traps (such as pins being put into food left on the              
ground) have been raised by residents. Elected Councillors are         
aware of the problem and cases are being handled by relevant           
authorities.  

 

  
Next meeting: Next meeting on 2nd Dec , 7pm, Pollokshields Community Centre.  

 
 

Fireworks Update 

An update on the work undertaken in the last 12 months by the Community Council.  

The residents of Pollokshields have come together to take a stand against the dangerous use of fireworks. 
So far the various efforts of the community have helped curtail most of the fireworks troubles compared to 
last year. We should be proud of this.  

What has the Community Council been doing? 

❏ A Public Meeting was hosted in November 2018 where 200 residents attended to speak with 
elected representatives, Police, Fire Services, and the Local Council. As a result, MSP 
Nicola Sturgeon and MP Alison Thewliss set up a Fireworks Stakeholder Group where the 
Community Council attended 4 quarterly meetings and worked with stakeholders to ensure 
that we can safely enjoy a 2019 Guy Fawkes. At the same time, we set up a Residents 
Fireworks Group that helped draft a comprehensive Action Plan which helped inform key 
measures that the Stakeholder Group have proposed.  

❏ A second Public Meeting took place last month, hosted by MSP Nicola Sturgeon, to update 
residents of the work that key stakeholders had been working on (detailed actions of Police, 
Fire Services, and Glasgow Life below).  

❏ A Crimestoppers launch took place on the 22nd October at Maxwell Square Park that seen 
30 residents and emergency services came out to encourage the community to report any 
dangerous incidents. Flyers were distributed by Crimestoppers Youth.  

❏ Religious leaders from Muslim, Sikh and Christian faiths have been patrolling Pollokshields 
streets in the run up to 5th November to deter anti-social behaviour. This complements 
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existing street work undertaken by experienced individuals who regularly work in a pastoral 
capacity and know the local youth. There appears to be less anti-social behaviour compared 
to last year.  

❏ To emphasise residents’ solidarity, a demonstration will take place at 20.45 on 5th 
November at Maxwell Square Park. Around 20 religious leaders, Councillors and other 
organisations will assemble along with a large number of local residents from all sections of 
the population. We expect around 50 people. 

❏ Last month, the Community Council visited the Council's main control room which operates 
the CCTV units around in the area. Through the visit we learned that the area is being 
adequately covered by the cameras, however, there was a concern raised of the low levels 
of community intelligence (i.e. residents not reporting enough). We have disseminated 
information to residents via social media on the various ways suspicious behaviour can be 
reported, particularly, the phone number to contact the control room itself.  

❏ In February the Community Council promoted the Scottish Government’s national online 
consultation on fireworks. In addition to the online consultation, 29 events were held across 
Scotland, of which two took place in Pollokshields. We used a range of social media 
methods to encourage residents to complete the consultation. There was a total of 16,420 
responses and the results of the consultation demonstrated a strong support for a change in 
how fireworks are sold. For example, 87% of respondents welcomed a ban on the sale of 
fireworks to the public in Scotland. The community council felt strongly that this type of 
lobbying was important and we have also worked with MP Alison Thewliss who has, on a 
number of occasions, promoted the views of residents of Pollokshields in various fireworks 
related debates in Westminster.  

❏ Maxwell Square Residents Group. This group was set up in September in a bid to tackle the 
persistent, and rising, antisocial behaviour around the park. There is an active WhatsApp 
group and the Pollokshields Together Facebook page are now an important communication 
portal to share information amongst residents.  

 

What the emergency services and key stakeholder doing for Pollokshields? 

Police 
❏ Increased patrols. From 24thOctober until 6thNovember there will be an increased police 

presence in Pollokshields.  The focus of this will be to proactively target firework disorder, 
engage with the local community providing reassurance and responding to any firework 
related intelligence or incidents.  

❏ Increase in Police numbers. Both the day and late shift Local Problem Solving teams will be 
late shift (effectively doubling the numbers form the previous year) also supported by officers 
from the Divisional Violence Reduction Unit and Road Policing Unit.  Public Order support 
will also be available. Additionally, the extra officers will be supplemented by CCTV vans and 
Community Enforcement Officers from Neighbourhoods and Sustainability.  

❏ There will be a mobile police office situated in Pollokshields from the 24thOctober until 
6thNovember and will be manned at specific times each evening. 

❏ All persons who offended during the firework period (for firework related offences) will be 
visited by the Local Problem Solving Team and issued with a warning Letter.  

❏ Police Scotland Youth Volunteers have distributed postcards and posters as part of the local 
launch of Crimestoppers that took place at Maxwell Square Park.  

❏ In conjunction with the Fire Services and the Early and Effective Intervention Team from 
Neighbourhoods and Sustainability the Police will run an educational programme.  On the 
14thOctober a restorative justice day took place with inputs along the lines of community 
victims. A full fire reach programme with aspects of community responsibility and restorative 
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justice is also taking place and intended for the 10-12 young people believed to have been 
involved in the events of fireworks night 2018 (not necessarily caught or charged). 

❏ The Gorbals Local Problem Solving Team have carried out talks with primary schools in 
Pollokshields.  They have engaged the schools in a poster and hashtag competition that has 
been used as part of a social media safety campaign.  In addition to general firework safety 
the focus is also on community responsibility with a view to trying to influence parents and 
older brothers and sisters. 

❏ The Gorbals Local Problem Solving Team have visited premises selling fireworks in the 
area, along with Trading Standards and SFRS.  This is to ensure compliance with legislation 
and increase engagement.  

❏ Joint school talks have been carried out by Police Scotland in conjunction with Fire Services 
at the three high schools that serve Pollokshields. This has been co-ordinated by the 
campus officers and the Local Problem Solving Team. The schools have been provided with 
a reassurance letter that can be given home or emailed to parents.  

❏ The local social housing providers have been provided with a short statement that they will 
include in their newsletters.  

  
Fire Services  

❏ A bespoke Firereach course taking place in Pollokshields with the course being attended by 
individuals identified as having been part of last year’s incident. 

❏ Officers also took part in the  Crimestoppers campaign that took place at Maxwell Square 
Park  

❏ Event planning has taken place between Fire, Police and Glasgow City council to agree 
arrangements for the run up to and on the 5thof November.  

❏ Fire Service Enforcement Officers have attended a day of action supporting Trading 
Standards officers on visits to shops selling Fireworks to ensure all legislation is being 
complied with. 

  
  
Glasgow Life  

❏ There will be 6/7 weeks of streetwork (detached youth work) with a minimum of three shifts 
in the evenings and at weekends in the streets in Pollokshields) aiming to engage those 
young people who are likely to be drawn into anti-social behaviour on the night of November 
5th. This will include information, support and advice based around the dangers of fireworks 
and the issues that the community experience during that time. The group will also provide a 
street football programme in Maxwell Square Park on Thursday evenings during this time in 
order to support the streetwork intervention. 

❏  On 5thNovember the group are planning an event in the area to divert those young people 
from becoming involved in behaviours that would be detrimental to the community – this is 
still being planned but it’s expected that the event would accommodate up to 30 young 
people in a local venue (indoor or outdoor) and would dovetail with the law enforcement 
response on the night. In addition this will be supported by three teams of streetworkers. 

  
What needs to be done? 

You must report any dangerous or suspicious fireworks or antisocial behaviour. This helps the emergency 
services build a profile of the area. The Community Council is regularly advised by the Police that the area 
needs better community intelligence. A big thank you to those of you that are reporting! There are various 
ways that you can report: - 

❏ Report all incidents to 101 with as much Information as possible (e.g. description of 
individuals, car registration plates).  

❏ Report anonymously to Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 
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❏ Report to the Council’s CCTV control room if suspicious activity is taking place at the 
undernoted camera locations. 0141 287 9999 

❏ Contact our Local Problem Solving Officer, Cenny Smith 
❏ cenny.smith@scotland.pnn.police.uk  
❏ Contact our MSP and MP if you feel your reporting is not being registered or being acted on: 

Nicola.Sturgeon.msp@parliament.scotor alison.thewliss.mp@parliament.uk 
 

 

A note of thanks 

❏ MSP Nicola Sturgoen and MP Alison Thewliss for coordinating efforts with key stakholders 
over the past 12 months.  

❏ Community Council members 
❏ Pollokshields Trust  
❏ Maxwell Square Residents Group  

  

  
Thank you  

Ameen Mohammed  

Chair of Pollokshields Community Council  
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